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Icy expedition fires up women’s leadership

By DAVID HUDLESTON

After a collapsing iceberg
nearly swamped her inflatable
boat, Melinda Fitzgerald and her
friends celebrated their survival
with gin and tonics chilled with
Antarctic ice.

Dr Fitzgerald, an associate
professor of neurotrauma at the
University of WA, was one of 76
women scientists who went to
Antarctica in December on the
22-day Homeward Bound leadership expedition.
Homeward Bound management
consuslting firm was set up by

Open Day
SATURDAY 11 MARCH, 9:00AM TO 12:00PM.
Come and see for yourself what these young people already know
about John XXIII College. Students will proudly tell you about
the facilities, programs and opportunities that exist at this very
successful Catholic, co-educational college.
Tours every half hour, with the ﬁnal tour departing at 11:00am.
For enrolment enquiries please call (08) 9383 0400.
Please visit our website to register
www.johnxxiii.edu.au

Excellence in Co-Education

Fabian Dattner, of Management
consulting firm Dattner Grant, to
increase the number of women
around the world working in the
higher levels of science.
Within 10 years, it wants to equip
1000 women who have science
backgrounds with the skills to
lead, influence and contribute to
policy and decision-making about
the future of our planet.
The Zodiac inflatable boats were
used to ferry the scientists ashore
from their polar vessel, Ushuaia.
“We were coming around the
iceberg and I was at the front of
the Zodiac taking a picture of it,”
Dr Fitzgerald said.
“One of my friends in the boat
said, ‘I think we should move …’
and someone else said, ‘Look at
that crack on the iceberg!’
“I wasn’t particularly paying attention but there was something
in the tone of her voice that made
me look round.
“All I could see was a wall of
ice just falling from this iceberg
into the water.
“We were probably 4m to 5m
from the iceberg and I had a moment when I thought, this is it!
“Some people were somewhat
caught in the spotlight but we
gathered together in the middle
of the boat as a big wave came in.
“There was water and ice all
over us and we did a big swoosh
back and forward but then we
realised everyone was fine.
“We had gin and tonics with
ice from the icebergs in the bay
afterwards.”
Dr Fitzgerald was on the expedition with three other UWA scientists, Sandra Kerbler, Ghislaine
Platell and Amanda Lewis.
They explored how people interact with others on intellectual and
emotional levels, why they behave in
these ways and how to make professional and personal relationships
more effective and valuable.
• Please turn to page 31

Melinda Fitzgerald plans to use her Antarctic experience to build
a vibrant neurotrauma research community. Photo: Paul McGovern
TOP: The collapsed iceberg that sent a wave of ice and water over
the Zodiac.
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Perfectly positioned in leafy Subiaco amongst stunning park and lake
surrounds just a short walk from bustling Rokeby Road, Botanical
features a level of architectural design, premium styling and amenity
rarely seen, including a ground ﬂoor café, rooftop cinema, private dining
room, gym, sauna and 25m heated inﬁnity pool. Register now to secure
your one, two, three bedroom or penthouse apartment.
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