
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Sarah Derry appointed as new CEO of Homeward Bound 

Monday, September 30th: Global transformational leadership initiative Homeward 
Bound, is pleased to announce the appointment of Sarah Derry as its new Chief 
Executive Officer.  

Derry brings a wealth of experience from her previous role as CEO of hotel group Accor, 
responsible for the Pacific region, where she demonstrated exceptional leadership, and 
commercial results. She has worked in a variety of industries throughout her 30-year 
executive career, with significant tenure in the travel, tourism, and hospitality sectors. 

“I believe in people-focused leadership and building connections, which is why I look 
forward to leading Homeward Bound, as we continue to encourage more women with 
STEMM backgrounds to join our initiative and elevate their potential as we grow as an 
organisation. Together, we will continue our mission and embrace the exciting 
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead as we contribute to making a more 
sustainable world,” Sydney-based Derry said on her new appointment.    

Established in 2016, Homeward Bound, a non-profit organisation, is dedicated to 
supporting women with STEMM backgrounds to lead with impact and influence for a 
sustainable future. Homeward Bound’s alumnae are at the forefront of addressing 
global challenges like environmental issues, health crises, and biodiversity loss.  

"We are excited to welcome Sarah Derry as our new CEO. Her extensive global 
leadership experience and passion for driving impactful change are perfectly aligned 
with the next phase of Homeward Bound’s vision and strategic goals. We also extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Olivia Giudice, our interim CEO, and wish her continued success 
in her future endeavours,” said Board Chair of Homeward Bound, Jodi Schmidt. 

Derry’s appointment outlines the organisation’s commitment to supporting its 
participants and dedicated alumnae to lead with impact and influence change 
worldwide, with the goal of reaching 10,000 women by 2036. 

About Homeward Bound:  

Homeward Bound is a global transformational leadership initiative dedicated to 
supporting women with STEMM backgrounds to lead with impact and influence for a 
sustainable future. Through innovative programs including its flagship online leadership 
program and leadership expedition program to inspiring destinations like Antarctica, 
Homeward Bound supports and engages participants and alumnae to lead with impact 
and drive positive change on a global scale for the benefit of everyone. 

Note to editors: 



• Since 2016, it has supported and connected leaders across 55 countries through 
our alumnae, Busara Circle, supporters and global network, building a powerful 
community of change-makers from 100+ STEMM fields. 

• To date, Homeward Bound has run eight flagship online programs with six 
expedition programs to Antarctica, inspiring hundreds of women to act and drive 
initiatives towards the sustainability of the planet.  

For more information or interviews please contact: Angela Cowley, Eight Communications 

on 0430 321 200 or email: angela@eightcommunications.com.au. 

 

 

mailto:angela@eightcommunications.com.au

